










Chess has a rich and ancien t history  dating back  to t he 6t h-cen tury  CE in nor t hwest 
India . It was originall y coined as cha tur anga (chuh·t hu·rung·uh ), wit h t he game pieces 
repr esen ting t he four  divisions of t he Indian arm y at t he time:  foot soldier s, hor semen, 
elephan ts, and chario ts, led by a noble king. But cha tur anga was not just a game;  it w as 
a secret w eapon,  used b y Indian princes to master  t he ar t o f milit ary  str ategy .

In t he 7t h cen tury  CE, chess tr aveled fr om India  to t he ancien t land of Persia, kno wn 
toda y as Iran. Here, t he game tr ansf ormed in to “ cha tr ang,”  wit h exciting new rules and a 
br and-ne w piece— t he advis or. -
nen t’ s king, t hey cried out “Shah!” (t he Persian word for  king ). When t he king w as 

“Shah Mat!”  meaning “ t he king is help-
less ”—t he ul tima te victory  cry  t hat we no w kno w as “ Checkma te!”

A Persia , t he game spr ead lik e ���Ñ�Ý�À�7re acr oss t he Arab 
world. It found its way to t he far corner s of East and Sout heast Asia  and acr oss t he vast 
lands o f Eur ope , wher e chess trul y began to t ake shape as we kno w it toda y.

In 15th-cen tury  Europe, t he game underw ent a great tr ansf orma tion. The pieces were 
renamed to re�8�Ä�¼�ü European medie val �7�Î�þres—pawns, knigh ts, bishops, and rook s. The 
elephan t piece, which became t he bishop, was granted mor e power . The advis or  was also 
elevated to t he Queen— t he most power ful  piece on t he board, possibl y inspir ed by a 
rising number  of queens coming to power at t he time. These changes br ough t a new 
ener gy to t he game, shor tening ma tches t hat once l asted for  hour s or  even da ys. 

The late 19th cen tury  was mark ed by t he rise of in terna tional  chess compe ti -
tions, wit h t he �7rst World Chess Championship being held in 1886. Yet , one of 
t he greatest showdowns of all  time occurr ed in t he 20t h cen tury  when a 
machine named Deep Blue
t hat would forever change t he cour se o f chess history . 

Today, technolo gy has made chess avail able to man y people around t he 
world. Anyone, even childr en, can learn to pla y chess at home. And 
guess wha t els e?
game. From its beginnings in ancien t India  to t he digit al scr eens in our  
homes, chess has been cap tiv ating hear ts and minds for  over  1500 
years.
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Head to the kitchen and 
become a master chef! 
Select a few random 

ingredients from your pantry 
and challenge your friends to a 
cooking competition. Whether 

it's concocting a crazy sandwich 
or inventing a creative dessert, 

let your taste buds be the judge 
of your culinary skills.

Discover your inner artist with 
a day of creative expression. 

Collect an assortment of paints, 
markers, stickers, paper, and any 

other art supplies you have at 
home. Pick a theme and team up 
with your friends to collaborate 
on a large mural. Transform your 
home into an art gallery and see 
how each of you expressed the 
same theme in your own unique 

ways!

Turn your home into a 
treasure trove! Construct a 

series of clues leading from one 
room to another, with a hidden 
treasure waiting at the end. Let 
your friends work together to 

decode your puzzle and 
uncover your mystery. Bonus: 

Challenge your friends to solve 
your treasure hunt in thirty 

minutes or less!

Transform your living room 
into a festive dance floor 

with a silent disco dance-off. 
Give each participant a pair of 
headphones and have the DJ 

play upbeat tunes. Let the dance 
battle commence as each dancer 

shows off their best dance 
moves without making any 

sound! For an added challenge: 
Have the audience try to guess 
the song that the DJ is playing 
based on the dancers’ dance 

moves!

Dive into the world of 
origami and make charming 

sparkling stars! Gather colorful 
square-shaped paper and create 
handfuls of origami stars using 

simple step-by-step instructions 
found online. Use the colorful 

stars to add a touch of magic to 
your home or string the stars 

together to make a mesmerizing 
garland. The possibilities for 

decoration are endless!

Roll, aim, and strike down 
makeshift bowling pins for an 

exciting indoor adventure! 
Assemble 10 upside-down 

plastic cups and use a softball 
to create a "bowling alley" in 

your hallway. Take turns rolling 
the ball to knock down the pins. 

Keep score and enjoy some 
friendly competition with your 

family!

1. Indoor
Treasure Hunt

2. Rainy Day 
Cooking Challenge

3. Art Mural

4. Hallway 
Bowling

5. Silent Disco 
Dance-Off 6. Origami Stars

When the raindrops just won’t seem to stop falling, it's time to embrace the magic of a rainy day! 
Bid farewell to boredom and explore some of these exciting activities

perfect for transforming a gloomy afternoon into a fun adventure.

Rain, Rain, Stay and Play!
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HIGHLIGHTING

PHILLY PARKS AND 
PLAYGROUNDS

In the heart of our city Philadelphia, there are 
magical places where kids can play and have 
fun! From towering slides to cozy picnic spots in 
nature, there are so many parks and 
playgrounds waiting to be explored that make 
our city unique.

West Philly’s Clark Park is popular with children, 
families, dogs, and on Saturdays, you’ll even see 
college students and older adults stopping by 
the Farmer’s Market to pick up fresh groceries. 
The park was established in 1895 on land 
donated to the city by developer Clarence Clark, 
who wanted the park to be dedicated to 
children. Before its founding, in the 1860s, the 
area used to contain Satterlee Hospital, a 
4,500-bed military hospital that treated those 
wounded at Gettysburg during the Civil War. 
Today, the area by Baltimore Street has 
walkable paths, tables, and benches for sitting, 
and hosts weekly Farmer’s Markets. By Chester 
Avenue, you can find more open spaces, a 
playground for toddlers and one for bigger kids, 
a basketball court, and “the bowl”, which is a 
dog park and also a great place to go sledding in 
the winter! The park also hosts seasonal events 
such as foam sword fighting and Shakespeare in 
the Park.

Franklin’s Square in Center City is one of the 
five original open space parks planned out by 
William Penn in his 1862 map of Philadelphia. It 
was originally called North East Public Square, 
but was renamed to Franklin’s Square in 1825 in 
honor of Benjamin Franklin, a founding father. 
The park features a carousel, Philly-themed 
mini golf stations, Franklin’s fountain, and two 
playgrounds. 

The park also hosts many events throughout 
the year, including The Electrical Spectacle 
Light Show in the winter and the Chinese 
Lantern Festival in the summer. 

In Chestnut Hill, Jenks Playground was built by 
community volunteers over an 11 day period in 
1997 and is named a�er its elementary school. 
The playground is unique because it contains a 
mostly wooden design instead of the typical 
plastics and metals used by most playgrounds. 
For playing, there are balance beams, swings, a 
sandbox, towers for climbing, and slides. 

Pennypack Park in the Northeast is Philly’s third 
largest park, spanning around 1,600 acres and 
was established in 1905. The park o�ers hiking 
and bike trails, playgrounds, and bridle paths 
for horseback riding. It’s also home to many 
animals, including over 150 bird species, deer, 
bats, foxes, rabbits, turtles, frogs, and fish. In 
addition, the park contains several historical 
structures such as the King’s Highway Bridge 
which was built in 1697 and is the oldest stone 
bridge still in use in the US today. Other historic 
sites include the Pennepack Baptist Church 
which was established in 1688 and the Verree 
House which was a raid site by British troops 
during the Revolutionary War. Hidden 
throughout the park are also remnants of 
abandoned railroads and early mills that can be 
fun to rediscover with friends or family!
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ACROSS
1. Japanese paper craft
5. Last name of the playwright 
who wrote “Romeo and Juliet”
9. An acoustic instrument that 
usually has 6 strings
11. The name of the school in 
Harry Potter
12. Game where you would say 
the phrase “checkmate”

DOWN
2. Board game involving marbles
3. Animal that is most well 
known for “playing dead”
4. Gooey substance that is fun 
to play with
6. Children’s sidewalk game
7. Ka World’s tallest roller 
coaster
8. Energy of motion
10. Puzzle game 
called: “Candy 
___”

How to play: Sudoku is a fun brain game that tests your problem solving ability! 
To play, fill all the remaining squares with a number from 1-9.  

Numbers must NOT repeat in any row, column, or 3x3 bolded box. 
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OUR WEBSITE!

S C A N  T H E  C O D E  T O  V I S I T

W E  R E G U L A R LY  A D D

Articles, quizzes, 
experiments, crafts, 
videos, and more!

unearthedpenn.com

Thank you for 
your support!

keep an         out for 
our next issue!
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Sign This Page!

Writing by AYLIN ERGIN  |  Design by MELODY ZHANG

Use this space to make up a fun game 
and write the instructions for how to play 

here. You can also draw pictures too!

LET’S GET CREATIVE!
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